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write on time 
O n a Saturday afternoon last spring, 38 law studems armed with pretepd 
money played a fo rm of legal "Beat the 
Clock" as preparation for their sum mer 
jobs. T hey were given one hour (0 com-
plete a sample research assignmem, and 
they had [0 "pay" fo r the services they 
used. !c was aU part of Successful 
Summer Suategies, a daylong work-
shop offered by rhe law library Staff in 
conjunction with the O ffice of Career 
Development. 
T he seminar serves (wo purposes, 
says Susan H errick, JD, research librar-
ian and coordina[O r fo r research 
insuuction. It's des igned (0 hel p stu-
dems who have summer jobs brush up 
on their legal research skills, while 
acquainting them with how research 
methods vary in the practice environmem, 
where time is money and efficiency is 
paramount. Studem participants have 
endorsed the workshop emhusiastically, 
which has been offered every spring fo r 
fo ur years, H errick says. 
C hanges in the legal marketplace have 
di ctated that the School of Law beef up its 
legal research and writ ing curriculum. 
W hile past generations of lawyers typically 
learned [0 write memoranda and conduct 
research on the job, (Oday, says Herrick, 
"Lawyers expect that a person coming in 
will have those ski lls." 
When employers report back (0 law 
schools abom their graduates, says Dana 
Mo rris, JD, assis tam dean fo r career devel-
opment, they remark on whether or not 
students can wri te, and whether or not 
they can perform legal research efficiently. 
"Many employers don' t have the resources 
[0 provide that fundamemal tra ini ng," 
says Morris. 
"T hey need summer associates and law 
clerks who can go [0 work immediately. 
Studems who have the benefi t of legal 
research and writing curricula have the 
advantage with the employer," Dean 
Morris says, "and Maryland's students 
continue (0 improve." 
Upper-level research and writing class-
es have been added [0 the curriculum in 
the past three years, [0 give studems 
greater opportun ities [0 hone their skills. 
Advanced Legal Research and Wri ting, a 
three-credit course, added in 1996-97, 
had fo ur sections last year. "We always 
have waiting lists for the advanced 
research classes," H errick notes, "because 
the students real ize how important it is." 
T he way legal research is conducted is 
changing rapidly, she notes . W ith the 
Internet and numerous electronic search 
services available, it 's important [0 stay 
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curren t. "!c's changed more in the past 1 0 
years than in the prior 200," H errick 
explai ns. 
Despite widespread access [0 technol-
ogy, however, studems also need [0 know 
the old-fashioned methods of legal 
research, she says. T here are situations 
when only books are available and elec-
tronic searching can be expensive. 
Educational opportunities such as the 
sum mer research skills seminar help 
the Office of Career Developmem 
successfully market law school studems 
ro em ployers. ''I'm very confi dent talk-
ing abom studems who have participat-
ed in advanced legal research and wri ti ng 
or the summer research strategies," says 
Morris, "because they' re more prepared [0 
practice and more competitive." 
T he Writing Cemer, created three 
years ago, is a place where students can get 
one-on-one feedback fro m a peer with 
stro ng writing skills and training in how 
[0 coach other wri ters. 
Susan Hankin , the law school's direc-
[Or of legal wri ting, says that because most 
academ ic courses don ' t require students [0 
write, it's important [0 offer other oppor-
tuni ry for a vari ety of legal wri ting experi-
ences, as well as [0 provide constructive 
feedback on student work. "T here's lots of 
poor writing out there, and unfortunately 
that's what stude nts read and start [0 imi-
ta te," H anki n says. 
H ankin, who taught legal writing at 
George(Own University Law Cemer 
before joining the Maryland faculty in 
1996, earned her JD from the University 
ofYirginia in 1986. 
Joi n ing H anki n on the Writing Center 
facul ty this fal l is Professor Sarah E. 
H erbert. She has been a Lecturer in Law 
at the U niversity of Buffalo School of 
Law since 1994, and helped create thar 
law school's Legal Research and Writing 
program. As the H odgson Russ Fellow 
for the past (WO years, she coordinated 
the program . A 1986 cum laude graduate 
of the Harvard Law School, H erbert 
received her LLM from Colum bia 
U niversiry in 1994. 1ItJ 
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